
The Servant of God Joseph De Piro, our Founder, 

was so moved by this reality that he himself, born 

of a wealthy noble family, with a great future in 

front of him, did not hesitate to put everything 

behind him, give up everything he had and live a 

life of service to the poor, orphans who had no one 

to look after them, and also those who had not 

heard of the Good News. 

As we celebrate another Christmas, may we too 

be inspired to continually accept to give up all we 

have and be ready to serve our sisters and brothers 

who are poorer than us. This way we will be truly 

witnesses to Christ, Son of God, born for us on 

Christmas Day. 

God bless you all. 

Paulist Missionaries. 

Dear Friends, Relatives, Supporters and 

Benefactors, we Paulist Missionaries, religious and 

Lay, wish you all a very Blessed Christmas and a 

New Year 2026 filled with blessings from God.  

We come to the end of another year and once 

again we celebrate the coming among us of the Son 

of God as one of us. This is a great mystery that we 

celebrate. In our own personal experience it is hard 

to imagine any of our wealthy and influential 

politicians and leaders abandoning their 

comfortable lifestyles and sleeping rough on our 

streets even for one night. Our God set aside the 

fact that he is God and humbled himself taking 

upon himself our humanity. The sinless Son of God 

took on our sinful humanity and lived among us, 

not as a king, but as one of us.  
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joy-filled fundraising concert at the Pope Pius XII 

Auditorium on UN Avenue, Manila. The event 

offered two performances, at 2:00pm and 4:00pm, 

and drew a great number of benefactors, friends, 

and supporters of our Missionary Society.  

On Saturday April 26, 2025, the Missionary 

Society of St. Paul (MSSP), in conjunction with the 

Jose De Piro Kabataan Orchestra, under the baton 

of Maestro Russel M. De Guzman, one of the 

orchestra’s pioneer members, held a moving and 

A CELEBRATION OF MUSIC, MISSION, AND HOPE:  
MSSP FUNDRAISING CONCERT WITH THE JOSE DE PIRO KABATAAN ORCHESTRA  



The concert did much more than showcasing the 

achievements of our orchestra, it served a much 

more meaningful purpose. All proceeds from this 

concert were given to support the formation and 

studies of the seminarians of the Missionary 

Society of St Paul, and the education needs of the 

young members of the orchestra.  

The event was the result of a beautiful 

collaboration among the members of the 

Missionary Society of St Paul, the Lay Paulists and 

the members of the orchestra, an inspiring 

partnership that brought together mission, 

community and the transformative power of music.  

The orchestra delighted the audience with a rich 

selection of timeless classics from beloved musicals 

such as The Phantom of the Opera and Les 

Misérables, alongside modern favorites from The 

Greatest Showman. Each piece reflected the young 

musicians’ dedication and the meaningful role 

music plays in shaping their dreams. The 

seminarians of the Missionary Society of St Paul 

Members of the Jose De Piro Kabataan Orchestra from our formation centre in Dinalupihan, Bataan. 

added to the cultural richness of the program by 

offering a number of vibrant song and dance items 

from their countries of origins. This provided an 

inspiring glimpse into the Society’s international 

ministry of evangelisation. 

The 4:00pm gala show had a solemn yet grace-

filled tone as it coincided with the funeral of our 

beloved Pope Francis. In tribute, the orchestra 

performed cherished Filipino Mass hymns while the 

audience watched moments of the livestream from 

the Vatican. This was a heartfelt moment of unity, 

remembrance, and prayer.  

The program was hosted by Deacon David Pace 

mssp, from Malta, and Ms. Allendale Lasibal, a Lay 

Paulist from the Philippines. In his opening message 

from Fr Hector Attard mssp, the Regional Superior, 

reminded everyone of the continuing mission of 

St Paul, inspired by the life and vision of the 

Founder, the Servant of God Joseph De Piro, to 

inspire, serve and proclaim hope. 

Ate Cathleen Diesta  

The Missionary Society of St Paul in the 

Philippines is deepening its involvement in the 

Church’s national evangelization efforts, working 

closely with the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of the 

Philippines – Episcopal Commission on 

Evangelization and Catechesis (CBCP-ECEC). As the 

world faces a growing spiritual hunger and 

fragmentation, our Missionary Society is 

responding by promoting renewed listening, 

creative evangelization, and authentic 

accompaniment. 

In line with the mandate of the 2024 General 

Chapter, the Society is committed to integrating 

THE MISSIONARY SOCIETY OF ST PAUL STRENGTHENS ITS ROLE IN NATIONAL 
EVANGELIZATION, EMBRACES VIRTUES MANDATED BY GENERAL CHAPTER 2024 



parish engagements for our seminarians, deeper 

involvement in national vocation work, partnership 

with dioceses for community development 

programs, and forming a pool of Paulist resource 

speakers for nationwide formation initiatives. 

Partnerships through the CBCP’s certificate courses 

and the Jose De Piro Kabataan Orchestra also open 

new pathways for evangelization through 

formation and beauty. 

Through these initiatives, the members of the 

Missionary Society of St Paul in the Philippines  

renew their commitment to “make Jesus known 

and loved,” echoing the vision of their Founder, the 

Servant of God, Joseph De Piro. As preparations for 

the Great Jubilee 2033 continue, the Society aims 

to form missionary disciples who listen, 

accompany, and bring the hope of Christ to today’s 

world. 

Ate Beng Corcolla 

the virtues of Encounter, Hospitality, Solidarity, and 

Beauty in all its missionary activities. These virtues 

continue to guide the Society’s response to the 

pastoral challenges of today, especially as we 

prepare with the Church for the Great Jubilee 2033. 

A significant expression of this mission is the 

collaborative ministry of Fr Mark Demanuele mssp, 

Lay Paulist Ate Beng Corcolla and Br Nikko Añain 

mssp. Fr Mark is currently serving as a board 

member of the Evangelion Foundation Inc. and as 

liaison for International Partners of CBCP-ECEC, 

Ate Beng coordinates national programs for 

evangelization and catechesis, and Br Nikko leads 

the youth evangelization program at Sta Maria 

Goretti Parish, forming young people through 

encounter, community, mission, and leadership. 

Building on this collaboration, the Missionary 

Society of St Paul is exploring expanded 

participation in evangelization, including quarterly 

The Jose De Piro Orchestra in concert 

through your assistance.  

The many people I have encountered and 

ministered to have taught me that it is better to 

provide our young ones with a fishing rod and 

teach them to fish than giving them fish someone 

else has caught for them. If we continue to provide 

the food the young ones will continue to depend 

on us, but if they learn how to fish, they can go out 

Dear Friends, Supporters, Benefactors and 

Relatives,  

I hope you are all doing well.  

On behalf of all the members of the Jose De Piro 

Formation Centre and their parents, I extend to you 

all our deepest appreciation and gratitude for all 

the support that God continues to provide us 

NEWS UPDATES FROM ST CATHERINE OF ALEXANDRIA PARISH AND JOSE DE PIRO 
FORMATION CENTRE—DINALUPIHAN, BATAAN 
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grade 8 studies in both theory and practice.  

Another project is the purchase of a lathe for our 

musical instrument repair shop. We are very 

pleased with the machinery we have been slowly 

acquiring over time. This workshop is providing 

skills, knowledge, and meaningful work to young 

parents helping them to support their families 

through the trade they learned. You are a vital part 

of this empowerment, and of the future of so many 

people.  

Thank you for walking with us. God bless you and 

your families. Together with all the members of the 

Jose De Piro Formation Centre I wish you all a Very 

Blessed Christmas and a New Year 2026 full of 

God’s blessings. 

Thank you. 

Fr Joe Cremona mssp 

Parish Priest 

on their own and create their own livelihood and 

provide a future for their family. From the 

beginning of our formation centre, this has been 

our ethos: offering opportunities that will open the 

way to a better future.  

Your support is helping many young people and 

adults through various programs that respond to 

the real needs of those who come to us. These 

include education, especially university courses, 

feeding programs, health assistance, support for 

teachers, and more.  

To extend our program we have recently reached 

an agreement with a local university which is happy 

to use our formation centre as the venue for  

providing studies in Bachelor and Masters courses 

in music and other related requirements and 

procedures, for students who have completed their 

Members of the Jose De Piro Orchestra together with Maestro Russel M. De Guzman in the centre 

Lord Jesus, let my heart be similar to yours, inflamed with your 

love, so that I may be your disciple and follow you wherever you go.  

Help me to spread in the world the fragrance of your love. Give me 

the gift of your Holy Spirit as my companion and guide.  

Through the intercession of your Servant Joseph De Piro grant me 

the grace I am asking … and continue to inspire and guide me so that 

I too may be generous and a missionary according to your heart.  

Amen. 

PRAYER THROUGH THE INTERCESSION OF THE SERVANT OF GOD JOSEPH DE PIRO 


